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During the eighteenth century Europe's republics may have been an
integral part of the international scene, but they were marginalised or
in decline. When, in 1772, the Commonwealth of Poland-Lithuania
suffered a massive loss of territory to its three more powerful
neighbours, Russia, Prussia and Austria, Edmund Burke's question
'Poland was but a breakfast ... where will they dine?' was asked across
the continent's lesser states, republics and non-republics alike. The
slow, almost inevitable, process of Poland's digestion may have
contributed to the relative ease with which that process was acce
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