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This compelling book destroys the derogatory images of single
mothers that too often prevail in the media and in politics by creating a
rich, moving, multidimensional picture of who these women really are.
Ruth Sidel interviewed mothers from diverse races, ethnicities,
religions, and social classes who became single through divorce,
separation, widowhood, or who never married; none had planned to
raise children on their own. Weaving together these women's voices
with an accessible, cutting-edge sociological and political analysis of
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single motherhood today, Unsung Heroines introduces a resilient,
resourceful, and courageous population of women committed to their
families, holding fast to quintessential American values, and creating
positive new lives for themselves and their children. What emerges
from this penetrating study is a clear message about what all families-
two-parent as well as single parent-must have to succeed: decent jobs
at a living wage, comprehensive health care, and preschool and after-
school care. In a final chapter, Sidel gives a broad political-economic
analysis that provides historical background on the way American social
policy has evolved and compares the situation in the U.S. to the social
policies and ideologies of other countries.
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social functioning. Regarding epidemiological data, SA has a lifetime
prevalence of 12.1% and is the fourth most common
psychopathological disorder (Kessler et al., 2005). At a fundamental
point of view, the most prominent cognitive models of SA posit that
biased cognitions contribute to the development and maintenance of
the disorder (e.g., Clark & Wells, 1995; Rapee & Heimberg, 1997). Over
the last decades, a large body of research has provided evidence that
individuals suffering from SA exhibit such biased cognitions at the level
of visual attention, memory of social encounters, interpretation of
social events, and in judgment of social cues. Such biased cognitions in
SA has been studied in different ways within cognitive psychology,
behavioral psychology, clinical psychology, and cognitive neuroscience
over the last few decades, yet, integrative approaches for channeling all
information into a unified account of biased cognitions in SA has not
been presented so far. The present Research Topic aims to bring
together theses different ways, and to highlight findings and methods
which can unify research across these areas. In particular, this Research
Topic aims to advance the current theoretical models of SA and set the
stage for future developments of the field by clarifying and linking
theoretical concepts across disciplines.
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