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How does a group that operates terror cells and espouses violence
become a ruling political party? How is the world to understand and
respond to Hamas, the militant Islamist organization that Palestinian
voters brought to power in the stunning election of January 2006?This
important book provides the most fully researched assessment of
Hamas ever written. Matthew Levitt, a counterterrorism expert with
extensive field experience in Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza, draws
aside the veil of legitimacy behind which Hamas hides. He presents
concrete, detailed evidence from an extensive array of international
intelligence materials, including recently declassified CIA, FBI, and
Department of Homeland Security reports. Levitt demolishes the notion
that Hamas' military, political, and social wings are distinct from one
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another and catalogues the alarming extent to which the organization's
political and social welfare leaders support terror. He exposes Hamas
as a unitary organization committed to a militant Islamist ideology,
urges the international community to take heed, and offers well-
considered ideas for countering the significant threat Hamas poses.
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Paper version available from: U.S. Government Accountability Office,
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