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This book examines the many attempts over the last three decades to
revise Japan's constitution. As the book shows, these attempts at
revision have been relatively conservative, aiming to embed in the
constitution visions of a different future for Japan. Specific reforms
advocated include: enabling Japan to have a more proactive foreign
policy, more independent of the US-Japan alliance; strengthening the
role of the Emperor, and excluding female succession to the throne;
and emphasising more citizens' duties, rather than their rights, in order
to strengthen community and societal cohesion.


