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This book examines the reconstruction of Afghanistan’s economy
during the US and international occupation of the country between
2001 and 2021. Applying an institutionalist framework and based on
extensive empirical data, it focuses on resource allocation by private
individuals in manufacturing activities. As such, market-oriented policy
adopted in this period is analysed to highlight its suitability in such a
context for achieving relatively better and more productive resource
allocation. The book underscores ‘socially contingent knowledge’ and
its role in private resource allocation where the private sector’s
involvement is fledgling, bringing out the limitations and possibilities
that this feature entails. It raises important questions and deals with
problems that are relevant to contemporary debates in economics and
political economy of development. Kambaiz Rafi is a researcher in
political economy with a PhD from UCL (University College London). His
research focuses on economic resource allocation, and the role
institutions play in economic development. Born in Afghanistan, he has
studied in India, and the United Kingdom and holds a United States
citizenship. He writes regularly in English and Persian for peer reviewed
journals and online media. .
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