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"After the Berlin Wall tells the inside story of an international financial
institution, the European Bank for Development and Reconstruction
(EBRD), created in the aftermath of communism to help the countries of
central and eastern Europe transition towards open market-oriented
democratic economies. The first volume of a history in two parts, after
the Berlin Wall charts the EBRD's life from a fledgling high-risk, start-
up investing in former socialist countries from 1991 to become an
established member of the international financial community, which (as
of April 2020) operates in almost 40 countries across three continents.
This volume describes the multilateral negotiations that created this
cosmopolitan institution with a 'European character' and the emergence
of the EBRD's unique business model : a focus on the private sector and
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a mission to deliver development impact with sustainable financial
returns. The author recounts the challenges that 'transition' countries
faced in moving from a defunct to a better economic system and maps
the EBRD's response to critical events, from the dissolution of the
Soviet Union, to the safe confinement of the Chernobyl disaster site,
the debt default in Russia and the onset of the global financial crisis in
2008"--
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Sommario/riassunto Our planet is growing hotter, which is mainly due to the burning of
fossil fuels. Yet, most of us remain chained to the belief that there is no
alternative source of energy sufficiently plentiful and cheap. Dawn of
the Solar Age provides a blueprint for shifting the energy base of
human civilisation out of fossil fuels and successfully reducing the
concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. The author
shows how the commercialisation of fully proven technologies-that can
provide limitless amounts of renewable energy and entirely replace all
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fossil fuels-is being delayed to serve the purposes of dominant
corporations and nations. He studies the economic viability of these
technologies and tells us how we can avert the imminent disaster that
we face today. He concludes that the transition out of fossil fuels,
though difficult, need not be too slow to prevent irreparable damage.


