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Imagination and mental construction are processes attached to the
development of scientific discourse and research in archaeological
sciences. Past human groups built symbolic thoughts, shaped and
exploited their environments, and these concepts enabled them to
design new objects from raw materials. This book uses diachronic and
interdisciplinary case studies to examine how imagination and mental
construction interact to produce ideas or material objects in past
societies and in current research. It also examines the elaboration of
scientific discourse, a process that is based on the researcher's own
mental constructs and that is enriched today by a critical approach to
past discourses as well as by the contribution of new methods and
methodologies.



