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This report is based on a study prompted by the need for improved
effectiveness in the use of education resources in Uganda. Uganda's
problem with increasing resource constraints for education is common
in many developing countries and the lessons learned in this study may
be of broad interest. Currently, Uganda allocates over 31 percent of its
discretionary recurrent expenditure to education and 67 percent of this
is allocated to primary education. Given increasing pressures on the
budgets, there is need to implement strategies focusing on those

inputs most likely to improve student learning.
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Trypanosoma cruzi, an important zoonotic protozoan that causes
Chagas disease, affects at least 8 million people in Latin America.
Chagas disease is an important life-long infection in humans that can
be divided into distinct clinical stages: the acute phase, where patient
symptoms can vary from asymptomatic to severe; the indeterminate
form, which is usually asymptomatic; and the chronic phase, where
cardiomyopathy and/or digestive megasyndromes appear. In addition
to its medical importance, T. cruzi is an interesting biological model for
studying processes such as: (1) cell differentiation, where a non-
infective stage transforms into an infective one; (2) cell invasion, where
the infective stages are able to penetrate into a mammalian host cell,
where they multiply several times and thus amplify the infection; and
(3) evasion from the immune system, using several mechanisms. This
book, with 13 chapters, has been organized in four major sections: 1.
"Basic Biology," 2. "Biochemistry and Molecular Biology," 3. "Parasite"
Host Cell Interaction," and 4 "Chemotherapy." The chapters include
basic biological information on the protozoan lifecycle, including new
information on parasite genomics and proteomics. In addition, they
analyze the interaction with host cells as well the immune response and
evasion, ending with information on experimental chemotherapy
against Chagas disease.



