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The essay already published in Italian and Spanish, analyzes the role
played by rationality in the history of social sciences, in order to
propose a basically problematic interpretation of human action. In this
perspective, various theories of rationality connected to the various
attempts to provide an "interpretative perspective" useful for a more
adequate understanding of individual organizational and institutional
action are examined. For this purpose, the works of numerous classics
are examined including Dahrendorf, Mannheim, Marx, Popper, Weber
and, in a different perspective, the contributions of Habermas,
Luhmann, Parsons and Schiitz. A reflection is then proposed on the
concrete theoretical perspectives opened by the criticisms of the theory
of rational choice, taking into consideration the observations and
proposals advanced by Antiseri, Boudon, Sen, Simon. The contributions
of Ardigo, Alexander, Cesareo and Machiavelli and Pareto are studied in
depth, regarding the "extra rational" and value dimension in human
action. Furthermore, the perspectives outlined by Bauman, Beck,
Sennett are analyzed, in order to get to deepen the “liquid rationality”,
the Risikogesellshaft and the Risikoleben, but also the development of
uncontrolled flexibility and the consequences on personal life. Finally,
we wonder about the reasons for unexpected action and through the
contribution of Nussbaum and Piketty on the strategic role played by
ethics, rationality and skills in postmodern societies. The evolution of
the concept of rationality is analyzed, starting from the dichotomy
between holism and individualism; The problematic nature of the
interpretation of human behaviour is discussed in the light of the
contributions of many social scientists shifting the focus from a
utilitarian to a value-oriented approach; It describes the increasingly
complex and unpredictable scenario that determines an open future
based on unexpected behaviour and actions.



