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A remarkable feature of the collapse of the British Empire is that the
British departed from almost every single one of their colonial
territories invariably leaving behind a messy situation and an agenda of
serious problems that in most cases still haunt those territories to this
day. One such territory is the Southern British Cameroons. There, the
British Government took the official view that the territory and its
people were iexpendablei. It opposed, for selfish economic reasons,
sovereign statehood for the territory, in clear violation of the UN
Charter and the norm of self-determination.
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