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This book explores, situates, and discusses the contours of urban
inclusivity amidst and beyond the well-researched neoliberal turn in
urban governance. While it is generally accepted that urban social
issues are susceptible to global woes, these perceptions draw only
limited attention to the plurality of interventions that cities undertake—
or facilitate—in managing their social turfs. By addressing the apparent
lack of theorizations on everyday heterogeneities in urban place-
making, especially in non-Western contexts, this book highlights the
role of inclusionary practices by different stakeholders as an explicit
pattern of urbanization. It does so by focusing on old urban centralities
that have an outspoken history in experimenting with inclusivity. The
book is guided by two interrelated questions: (1) What particular urban
settings promote inclusionary features in contrast to the conspicuous
exclusionary mechanisms of market-led urbanization, and (2) how
dowe conceptualize these features in dialogue with concurrent urban
theories that continue to grapple with the structural properties of
exclusionary urbanization under the auspices of the neoliberal turn and
gentrification? To answer these questions, the chapters provide a rich
empirical account of inclusionary initiatives by the city governments,
the voluntary organization sector, and informal communities, each
revealing a unique new set of spatial approaches to urban inclusivity.
The book concludes with the political implications of envisioning urban
inclusivity as a negotiatory moment between key stakeholder interests
in a capitalist society. Primarily intended for researchers and graduate
students in the fields of urban geography, sociology, migration, and
welfare studies, the book is also a valuable source for policymakers and
practitioners in the fields of social planning and civil society at large. .



