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Part | Reformatting comparison -- 1. Ways of knowing the global urban
-- 2. The limits of comparative methodologies in urban studies -- 3.
Comparative urbanism in the archives : thinking with variety, thinking
with connections -- 4. Thinking cities through elsewhere : reformatting
comparison -- Part Il Genetic comparisons -- 5. Connections -- 6.
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The rapid pace and changing nature of twenty-first century

urbanisation as well as the diversity of global urban experiences calls
for new theories and new methodologies in urban studies. In
Comparative Urbanism: Tactics for Global Urban Studies, Jennifer
Robinson proposes grounds for reformatting comparative urban
practice and offers a wide range of tactics for researching global urban
experiences. The focus is on inventing new concepts as well as revising
existing approaches. Inspired by postcolonial and decolonial critiques
of urban studies she advocates for an experimental comparative
urbanism, open to learning from different urban experiences and to
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expanding conversations amongst urban scholars across the globe. The
book features a wealth of examples of comparative urban research,
concerned with many dimensions of urban life. A range of theoretical
and philosophical approaches ground an understanding of the radical
revisability and emergent nature of concepts of the urban. Advanced
students, urbanists and scholars will be prompted to compose
comparisons which trace the interconnected and relational character of
the urban, and to think with the variety of urban experiences and
urbanisation processes across the globe, to produce the new insights
the twenty-first century urban world demands.
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Photovoltaic (PV) customers need to have confidence in the PV modules
they purchase. Currently, no test can quantify a module's lifetime with
confidence, but stress tests are routinely used to differentiate PV
product designs. We suggest that the industry would be strengthened
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by using the wisdom of the community to develop a single set of tests
that will help customers quantify confidence in PV products. This paper
evaluates the need for quality assurance (QA) standards and suggests a
path for creating these. Two types of standards are needed: 1) QA of
the module design and 2) QA of the manufacturing process.
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