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In the early twentieth century, Ferdinand de Saussure envisioned "™a
science which studies the role of signs as part of social life"". About a
century later, a science has emerged that is very much in the spirit of
that envisioned by de Saussure. Researchers who are developing this
science, which has been labeled Experimental Semiotics, conduct
controlled studies in which human adults develop novel communication
systems or impose novel structure on systems provided to them. This
volume offers a primer to Experimental Semiotics and presents a set of
studies conducted within this new discipline.
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Describes vestiges of Gallo-Roman workshops that were in activity
between the 1st and 3rd centuries AD in the city of Augustodunum
were found in the course of work carried out at the Lycée militaire in
Autun. The workshop buildings are described in detail and situated in
their urban setting. The different crafts activities are studied closely:
metalworking with copper and iron alloys, ceramics, crafts of bone.
Describes the chain of production in metallurgical crafts in particular.
Fresh data on the manufacture of common objects such as brass
fibulae and bells of bronze coated iron sheet is obtained from the
analysis of mould fragments, of furnace remains and of forge slag and
waste. Crafts emerge as a major feature of the economy in the city of
the Aedui, according to processes already identified at Bibracte. This
work constitutes a significant contribution to research on crafts in
ancient times.

C’est a I'occasion de travaux au Lycée militaire d’Autun qu’ont été mis
au jour les vestiges d’ateliers gallo-romains ayant fonctionné entre le
ler et le llle s. de n.é., au sein de la cité d’Augustodunum. Apres une
description précise des batiments, replacés dans leur contexte urbain,
les différents artisanats sont étudiés en détail : travail des alliages
cuivreux et du fer, céramique, tabletterie. Grace a ces travaux, c’est
notamment la chaine de production de 'artisanat métallurgique qui est
désormais mieux connue. L’analyse des nombreux fragments de
moules, des vestiges de fours et des déchets de forge a fourni des
données inédites pour la fabrication d’objets usuels tels que fibules en
laiton et clochettes en tble de fer bronzé. L'artisanat apparait enfin,
selon des processus déja connus a Bibracte, comme une forte
composante économique de la cité éduenne. La richesse de sa
documentation fait de cet ouvrage une importante contribution aux
recherches sur I'artisanat antique.



