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Sommario/riassunto

Discussion -- Conclusion.

This volume develops a theoretical framework for the modelling of
meaning-making and cultural processes as crucial to the scientific
study of contemporary complex societies. It focuses on the
methodological and empirical aspects of the analysis of culture and its
dynamics that could be applied to policymaking and to the
understanding of social phenomena. It covers culture-based
segmentation, ad hoc survey instruments like the VOC and PROSERV
questionnaires, discourse flow analysis, the Homogenization of
Classification Functions Measurement, and others. It also presents a
detailed discussion of the methodology of cultural analysis in contexts
of health and education. The volume showcases a top-down approach
by including quantitative methods and/or automatized or semi-
automatized procedures, and at the same time supports a hermeneutic,
bottom-up, abductive approach, focused on the situated dynamics of
meaning-making. It provides insights from cultural studies, social
statistics, social policy, and research methodology in the social
sciences. This is a useful resource for academics involved in studying
cultural dynamics and for policy-oriented researchers and decision-
makers who are interested in cultural dimensions of the design,
implementation and reception of public policies. .


