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Previous editions of Affluenza described the early symptoms of the
disease that led to a nearly fatal shutdown of all our financial systems
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in 2008. This new edition puts more focus on the behavior changes we
need to make to be certain that the Great Recession does not become a
prelude to something worse.
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Sommario/riassunto The goal of the Special Issue "Brittle Materials in Mechanical Extremes"
is to spark a discussion of the analogies and the differences between
different brittle materials, such as ceramics and concrete. The
contributions to the Issue span from construction materials (asphalt
and concrete) to structural ceramics to ice. Data reported in the Issue
were obtained by advanced microstructural techniques (microscopy, 3D
imaging, etc.) and linked to mechanical properties (and their changes
as a function of aging, composition, etc.). The description of the
mechanical behavior of brittle materials under operational loads, for
instance, concrete and ceramics under very high temperatures, offers
an unconventional viewpoint on the behavior of such materials. While it
is by no means exhaustive, this Special Issue paves the road for the
fundamental understanding and further development of materials.
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