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The high number of papers submitted and ultimately accepted for
publication in this special issue attests the great amount of research
being conducted on TSPO and its role in living cells. Thus, TSPO has
become an extremely attractive subcellular biomark for the early
detection of disease states overexpressing this protein and for the
selective delivery to mitochondria of drugs and probes. Moreover, the
effort in the design and synthesis of new, more specific and effective
TSPO ligands proves to be very valuable. All these topics have been
addressed in the special issue.
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This volume includes a revision of articles on erythropoiesis and EPO
gene regulation, microRNAs and their potential contribution to the
development of new therapeutic strategies, animal models for studying
kidney disease-associated anemia as well as benefits/risks of ESA
therapy. The biological effects of new ESA molecules, heparin-binding
erythropoietin and of pHBSP, and the potential applications of ESA, are
also elicited in this volume.
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