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This book provides relevant and timing information addressing a
significant aspect of the economic, political, and social transition in
Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) over the last several decades,
integrating historical data with the most recent political and economic
reporting based on the author's analysis. Analysis include assessments,
opinions, and experience (where appropriate) as scholars, researchers,
consultants, and global citizens, from an introduction to the historical
context for European integration, including the political structures and
economic relationships forged in the post-World War II period, to the
relationship between the European Union and the economies of states
in CEE, examining the political, economic, and security considerations
that complicated the federalist relationship in each state, and end with
a brief discussion of the adoption of the euro. This book also discusses
the economic impact of integration of CEE countries as they attempt to
make their economic transition and to integrate with the European
Union and other free-market economies. The authors look at the
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economic growth and challenges these countries face, as well as how
the indebtedness of the advanced economies are impacting these
economies and prompting them to launch economic countermeasure to
protect their own economies.
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Sommario/riassunto The bioeconomy concept aims to add sustainability to the production,
transformation, and trade of biological goods. Though implemented
around the world, the development of national bioeconomies is uneven,
especially in the global South, where major challenges exist in Sub-
Saharan Africa. In this context, the international BiomassWeb project
aimed to underpin the bioeconomy concept by applying the value web
approach, which seeks to uncover complex interlinked value webs
instead of linear value chains. The project also aimed to develop
intervention options to strengthen and optimize the synergies and
trade-offs among different value chains. The Special Issue "Advances in
Food and Non-Food Biomass Production, Processing and Use in Sub-
Saharan Africa: Toward a Basis for a Regional Bioeconomy"" compiles
23 articles produced in this framework. The articles are grouped in four
sections: the value web approach; the production side; processing,
transformation and trade; and global views.
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