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« Ma seule politique, la voici : c’est d’étre toujours prét... Quant & me
méler de la paix ou de la guerre, cela ne me regarde pas. Si la guerre
arrive, je dois étre prét ; tel est mon devoir et je le remplirai »,
claironnait Edmond Le Boeuf, ministre de la Guerre au printemps 1870 !
Personnages clés des gouvernements, les ministres avaient pour
fonction de veiller au bien-étre des armées, d’organiser le recrutement,
d’adopter des mesures pour armer les hommes, les nourrir, les loger,
leur verser une solde et, le cas échéant, participer aux combats.
Présenté dans I'ordre chronologique, cet ouvrage retrace la biographie
des cinquante ministres qui se succédérent entre le 10 ao(t 1792 —
date du renversement de la monarchie — et le 4 septembre 1870, qui vit
la proclamation de la République. Dépassant le seul cadre
biographique, ce dictionnaire embrasse les problématiques de la
gestion de la guerre, de la protection du pays, de la préparation de la
nation a I'engagement. Il révele la complexité des enjeux, la variété des
situations, le role des hommes, la nature des décisions, heureuses ou
funestes, qui présiderent a la construction d’'un outil militaire en

France.
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This book entitled “Chemical Symmetry Breaking” is a collective volume
of state-of-the-art reports on unique nonlinear chemical and physical
symmetry-breaking phenomena that were experimentally observed
upon a thermally or photochemically induced phase transition in
various organic condensed phases, such as metastable liquid crystals,
crystals, amorphous solids, and colloidal polymer materials, only under
nonequilibrium conditions. Each author summarizes the introductory
section in simple terms but in detail for beginners in this field. We wish
that many readers familiarize themselves with the general concepts and
features of nonlinear and nonequilibrium (or out of equilibrium)
complexity theory, which govern a variety of unique dynamic behaviors
observed in chemistry, physics, life science and other fields, so that
they may discover novel symmetry-breaking phenomena in their own
research areas.
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Natural products are bioactive compounds synthesized by terrestrial
and marine plants, microorganisms and animals, whose main objective
is to prevent them from attacks by predators and/or pathogens.
Traditionally since ancient times, different cultures have used these
compounds for the prevention and treatment of various human
diseases. During the last few years, it has been reported that most of
these phytochemicals possess a variety of interesting and significant
biological properties, such as analgesic, antiallodynic, antidiabetic,
antioxidant, antiparasitic, antimicrobial, antiviral, antiatherogenic, anti-
inflammatory, antiproliferative, antitumor and normal growth
stimulants, as well as significant cardioprotective and neuroprotective
activity. This thematic book aims to collect and disseminate some of
the most significant and recent contributions of the use of the natural
compounds called phytochemicals, as well as some of their chemical
derivatives, for the prevention and treatment of cancer and other
accompanying diseases. On the other hand, in recent years, the
synthesis of numerous chemical derivatives of these natural
compounds has also intensified, with the aim of enhancing their
bioactive capacities. Among all these bioactivities, special attention has
been paid to its antitumor capacity through the potential modulation of
cancer initiation and growth, cell differentiation, apoptosis and
autophagy, angiogenesis, and metastatic dissemination. In addition, a
considerable number of studies have linked their anticancer effects to



their anti-inflammatory and antioxidant activities.



