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The AIDS epidemic has spread for almost 30 years. Thirty-three million
people are living with HIV worldwide and 28 million have died from an
AIDS-related illness since 1981, mostly in Africa. A new HIV infection is
diagnosed somewhere in the world every seven seconds and someone
dies from an AIDS-related illness every 11 seconds. Almost 17,000
people are living with HIV in Australia, and about 1,000 become
infected each year; over 6,700 Australians have died from AIDS during
the last 25 years. HIV and AIDS contains an overview of the history and
prevalence of AIDS globally and in Australia, and explains the latest
developments in HIV prevention and treatment.
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