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Sommario/riassunto Different eras and civilisations have treated erotic images with varying
acceptance and different concepts of erotica and these tendencies are
reflected within the works themselves. From ancient statues devoted to
fertility to Renaissance engravings designed to encourage procreation
within marriage, erotic art has always held an important place in
society. Here, for the first time, 1,000 authentic images of erotic art
have been brought together, spanning the centuries and civilisations to
demonstrate the evolution of the genre. In an era such as ours when
eroticism is abundant in advertising a
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1. Introduction- William H. Greene and Thijs ten Raa -- 2. Micro
foundations of earnings differences- Tirthatanmoy Das and Solomon W.
Polachek -- 3. Performance: The output/input ratio- Thijs ten Raa -- 4.
R&D, innovation and productivity- Pierre Mohnen -- 5. The choice of
comparable DMUs and environmental variables- John Ruggiero -- 6.
Data Envelopment Analysis with alternative returns to scale- Subhash
Ray -- 7. Ranking methods within Data Envelopment Analysis- Nicole
Adler and Nicola Volta -- 8. Distributional forms in Stochastic Frontier
Analysis- Alexander D. Stead, Phill Wheat, and William H. Greene -- 9.
Stochastic frontier models for discrete output variables- Eduardo Fe --
10. Nonparametric statistical analysis of production- Camilla
Mastromarco, Leopold Simar, and Paul W. Wilson -- 11. Bayesian
performance evaluation- Mike G. Tsionas -- 12. Common
methodological choices in parametric and non-parametric analyses of
firms'performance- Luis Orea/Jose Zofio -- 13. Pricing inputs and
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welfare analysis- Aditi Bhattacharyya, Levent Kutlu, and Robin C.
Sickles -- 14. Aggregation of individual efficiency measures and
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Victoria Shestalova -- 16. Modelling environmental adjustments of
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Sommario/riassunto This Handbook takes an econometric approach to the foundations of
economic performance analysis. The focus is on the measurement of
efficiency, productivity, growth and performance. These concepts are
commonly measured residually and difficult to quantify in practice. In
real-life applications, efficiency and productivity estimates are often
quite sensitive to the models used in the performance assessment and
the methodological approaches adopted by the analysis. The Palgrave
Handbook of Performance Analysis discusses the two basic techniques
of performance measurement - deterministic benchmarking and
stochastic benchmarking - in detail, and addresses the statistical
techniques that connect them. All chapters include applications and
explore topics ranging from the output/input ratio to productivity
indexes and national statistics.
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