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Risk and danger are culturally conditioned ideas. They are shaped by
pressures of social life and accepted notions of accountability. The risk
analyses that are increasingly being utilised by politicians, aid
programmes and business ignore the insights to be gained from social
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anthropology which can be applied to modern industrial society.In this
collection of recent essays, Mary Douglas develops a programme for
studying risk and blame that follows from ideas originally proposed in
Purity and Danger. She suggests how political and cultural bias can be
incorporated into the study of risk
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This pioneering study uses an early seventh-century Christian martyr
legend to elucidate the culture and society of late antique Iraq.
Translated from Syriac into English here for the first time, the legend of
Mar Qardagh introduces a hero of epic proportions whose
characteristics confound simple classification. During the several stages
of his career, Mar Qaragh hunts like a Persian King, argues like a Greek
philosopher, and renounces his Zoroastrian family to live with monks
high in the mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan. Drawing on both literary and
artistic sources, Joel Walker explores the convergence of these diverse
themes in the Christian culture of the Sasanian Empire (224-642).
Taking the Qrdagh legend as its foundation, his study guides readers
through the rich and complex world of late antique Iraq.
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health, etc. Planetary health is the most recent one advocated by the
scientific communities as well as policy makers, however, very little has
been done to present empirical scientific evidence from the ground.
Considering the above-mentioned information gap, this special issue
aimed to capture the persistently changing dimensions and new
paradigms of water security, providing a holistic view including a wide
range of sustainable solutions to address water security at different
landscapes.


