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This book provides a much-needed analysis of the pivotal role of the
urban kampung in Indonesia’s urbanization process and importantly,
provides a deeper understanding of how these communities create
their complex socio-physical environments through self-organization.
The book challenges the current formal approaches and practices to
modern planning in Indonesia where many kampungs are classed as
illegal and excluded from city plans. Beyond informality unpacks via 3
case studies the self-generated planning and development
arrangements and mechanisms which occur parallel to processes of
formal exclusion, adaptation, negotiation and modification. Kampungs
are posited as inseparable urban entities contributing to the complex
assemblage of the city and the dynamics of contemporary urban
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planning and design. In the context of planning and design practice,
this book provides a better understanding on how one needs to
consider human-scale urbanism to achieve more effective and efficient
planning plans and policies in the self-organized city. Even though
self-organization by residents comes with its challenges as outlined in
the book, formal planning in both Indonesia and other developing
countries has much to learn from understanding self-organized
settlements (kampung) and informal settlements ‘as they are’.


