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A Smart City is the perfect environment to study and exploit the
interactions between actors because its architecture already integrates
vaious elements to collect data and connect to its citizens.
Furthermore, the proliferation of web platforms (e.g., social media and
web fora) and the increased affordability of sensors and loT devices (e.
g., smart meters) make data related to a large and diverse set of users
accessible, as their activities in the digital world reflect their real-life
actions. These new technologies can be of great use for the
stakeholders as, on the one hand, they provide them with semantically
rich inputs and frequent updates at a relatively cheap cost and, on the
other, form a direct channel of communication with the citizens. To
fully exploit these new data sources, we need both novel computational
methods (e.g., Al, data mining algorithms, knowledge representation)
that are suitable for analyzing and understanding the dynamics behind
energy consumption and also a deeper understanding of how these
methods can be integrated into the existing design and decision
processes (e.g., human-in-the-loop processes).Therefore, this Special
Issue welcomed original multidisciplinary research works about Al, data
science methods, and their integration in existing design/decision-
making processes in the domain of energy consumption in Smart
Cities.






