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The title, Blue-Eyed Arabs of the North, indicates Europeans,
specifically Norwegians, who have been hugely successful in the oil
business. They literally went from rags to riches. The story begins in
rainy Stavanger, Norway in the summer of 1989. Katie Hammerstr m,
43, an American divorc e, is newly married to Norwegian civil engineer
Olaf Hammerstr m, 59, a kind and good man. Unfortunately, about the
only thing they have in common is their religion, which is New Age.
Suffering from culture shock and dissatisfaction with her marriage,
Katie wants to take a summer job teaching in England to get away for
awhile. Olaf lets her go, but with trepidation. In England, Katie is
immediately taken under the wing of the director of studies at the
boarding school where they work. The two quickly become friends, and
as time goes by, draw ever closer. The school itself is a personality,
forming a strong foundation for the lives of teachers and students
alike. What will Katie decide to do at the end of her summer job?
Patricia Bj rnstad grew up in Memphis, Tennessee, lived with a Navy
husband in Miami and in Norfolk, and then left the U.S. for a new life
with a new husband in Norway. She is a retired teacher who finds great
joy in writing and gardening. "Life in a foreign land was so different,
challenging, and inspiring to creativity that | kept diaries, and
subsequently turned them into a book." Her previous book was A Quiet
Life in Bedlam. Publisher's website: http: //sbpra.com/PatriciaBjornstad
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Chapter 1: Introduction. European economic integration and
international coordination in the first globalisation era, 1850-1914 --
Chapter 2: European economic integration before 1914 - a closer look
-- Chapter 3: The European making of national public services - Posts
and Telegraphs -- Chapter 4: Inventing Foreign Patents in Globalising
Europe -- Chapter 5: Keeping international order in good health: plant
protection -- Chapter 6: Social policy - from a prisoner's dilemma to a
European cartel -- Chapter 7: Conclusion.

This book asks anew whether there really was European integration
before 1914. By focussing on quantitative (economic indicators) and
qualitative data (the international regulation of patents, communication
networks, social policy and plant protection), the authors re-evaluate
European integration of the time and address the politics of seemingly
apolitical cooperation. The authors show that European integration was



multifaceted and cooperation less the result of intent, than of
incentives. National polities and international regimes co-shaped each
other. The result is a book that achieves two things: offer stand-alone
chapters that shed light on specific developments and - these read
altogether - develop a bigger picture. It will be of interest to

researchers and students of economic history, as well as those
interested in the history of internationalism and globalisation. Yaman
Kouli is a researcher at the Heinrich-Heine-University in Dusseldorf. He
hasheld numerous other positions, including as research assistant at
the Chemnitz University of Technology and an A.SK-fellow at the Berlin
Social Science Centre. From 2018 to 2020, he was Feodor-Lynen fellow
and received a scholarship from the Alexander von Humboldt-
Foundation. His fields of expertise are Poland's economic history during
the 20th century, the knowledge-based economy and European
integration. Léonard Laborie has been a research fellow at the CNRS,
UMR Sirice in Paris since 2010. He received his PhD in contemporary
history from Sorbonne University. His research deals with the
interactions between science, technology and diplomacy in the making
of Europe since the 1850s. He was chairman of the Tensions of Europe
Research Network on History, Technology and Europe from 2019 to
2022.



