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Pattern analysis is a powerful method that changed dermatopathology,
nowadays an indispensable tool in the diagnostic workup of
inflammatory and neoplastic lesions. The diagnosis of melanocytic
lesions can also be mastered by pattern analysis, which is the link
between pathology, dermatoscopy, and clinical dermatology and
supports the integration of all views. The histopathologic diagnosis of
melanocytic lesions can be challenging for novices and experts alike.
While classifications of melanocytic lesions come and go, pattern
analysis is timeless; it can be assigned to any classification, current or
future, and provides a framework that allows to address complex and
uncertain cases in a repeatable manner. While uncertainty cannot be
totally eliminated, pattern analysis helps to express this uncertainty in
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a meaningful way. Written by expert dermatopathologists with
experience in dermatoscopy, this book is dedicated to young
colleagues and to those who have not yet settled on one of the
competing schools of thought; it is intended as a practical guide to
help making correct observations, to describe them with a well-defined
terminology, and to yield critical decisions in the face of incomplete or
conflicting information. The illustrations contained in the volume are all
original pictures in high-quality and full-color: reproductions of
histopatological cuts in low and high magnification will assist
pathologists, dermatologists, and dermatopathologists in interpreting
histological slides of melanocytic skin lesions.


