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The objective of entangled history and the environment is to introduce
climatic and other environmental factors into the postcolonial debate

on the unequal power relations between the metropolis and its
colonies. Dealing with both environment and empire, as well as unequal
(colonial) power relations, has so far largely occurred in separate fields,
environmental history, and postcolonial studies. The book attempts to
bring the two strands together and to combine the conceptual
perspective of intertwined history and comparative practices in order to
highlight both material and constructed (or discursive) aspects of the
environment as a factor in the formation of unequal (colonial) power
relations. Two case studies are conducted through this conceptual lens.
The first offers a new perspective on Christopher Columbus' first
contact with the Arawak in Hispaniola in 1492. The second examines
how climate became an argument for enslaving Africans and displacing
them to sugar plantations in the Caribbean.



