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"Interim Report of the Committee on Geographic Variation in Health
Care Spending and Promotion of High-Value Health Care: Preliminary
Committee Observations is designed to provide the committee's
preliminary observations for the 113th Congress as it considers further
Medicare reform. This report contains only key preliminary
observations related primarily to the committee's commissioned
analyses of Medicare Parts A (Hospital Insurance program), B
(Supplementary Medical Insurance program) and D (outpatient
prescription drug benefit), complemented by other empirical
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investigations. It does not contain any observations related to the
committee's commissioned analyses of the commercial insurer
population, Medicare Advantage, or Medicaid, which will be presented
in the committee's final report after completion of quality-control
activities.  This interim report excludes conclusions or
recommendations related to the committee's consideration of the
geographic value index or other payment reforms designed to promote
high value care. Additional analyses are forthcoming, which will
influence the committee's deliberations. These analyses include an
exploration of how Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage) and
commercial spending, utilization, and quality vary compared with, and
possibly are influenced by, Medicare Parts A and B spending,
utilization, and quality. The committee also is assessing potential
biases that may be inherent to Medicare and commercial claims-based
measures of health status. Based on this new evidence and continued
review of the literature, the committee will confirm the accuracy of the
observations presented in this interim report and develop final
conclusions and recommendations, which will be published in the
committee's final report"--Publisher's description.
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Sommario/riassunto Searching for the 17th Century on Nevis is the first of a series of
monographs dedicated to the archaeological investigation of the
landscape, buildings and artefacts of the Eastern Caribbean by the
Nevis Heritage Project. This volume presents the results of
documentary research and excavation on two sugar plantation sites on
the island of Nevis. Upper Rawlins, located high on Nevis mountain,
was occupied in the late 17th and early 18th century and abandoned
early. Fenton Hill was occupied from the mid-17th to the mid-19th
century and originated with an earthfast timber building, probably a
dwelling house, later converted to a kitchen and encapsulated in stone
about 1700. The adjacent main house was probably destroyed in the
French raid of 1706 and rebuilt in timber. The final occupation was by
Portuguese Madeiran labourers, who were introduced to fill a labour
force shortage in the 1840s. Detailed reports on the finds assemblage
include discussions of the handmade, bonfired Afro-Caribbean pottery
made by enslaved African women, imported European ceramics and
glass, clay tobacco pipes, metalwork and building materials. The
dominance of imported goods from south-western England
demonstrates the strong mercantile links between Nevis and Bristol,
but local Nevis production of ceramics adds new insights into the
estatebased ceramic production on European lines. Includes
contributions by David Barker, Clive Gamble, Jerzy Gawronski, Sheila
Hamilton-Dyer, David A. Higgins, Linda Mitchell, Sebastiaan Ostkamp
and Jaco Weinstock.


