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Sommario/riassunto The book explores the liminal aesthetics of U.S. cultural and literary
practice. Interrogating the notion of a presumptive unity of the
American experience, Moveable Designs argues that inner conflict,
divisiveness, and contradiction are integral to the nation’s cultural
designs, themes, and motifs. The study suggests that U.S. literary and
cultural practice is permeated by ‘moveable designs'—flexible, yet
constant features of hegemonial practice that constitute an integral
element of American national self-fashioning. The naturally pervasive
liminality of U.S. cultural production is the key to understanding the
resilience of American culture. Moveable Designs looks at artistic
expressions across various media types (literature, paintings, film,
television), seeking to illuminate critical phases of U.S. American
literature and culture—from the revolutionary years to the movements
of romanticism, realism, and modernism, up to the postmodern era. It



combines a wide array of approaches, from cultural history and social
anthropology to phenomenology. Connecting an analysis of literary and
cultural texts with approaches from design theory, the book proposes a
new way of understanding American culture as design. It is one of the
unique characteristics of American culture that it creates—or, rather,
designs—potency out of its inner conflicts and apparent disunities.
That which we describe as an identifiable ‘American identity’ is actually
the product of highly vulnerable, alternating processes of dissolution
and self-affirmation. Stefan L. Brandt is Professor of American Studies
at the University of Graz and former President of the Austrian
Association for American Studies. He was awarded professorial
positions at Freie Universitat Berlin, University of Siegen, and University
of Vienna and was affiliated with Universita Ca’ Foscari, Radboud
Universiteit, University of Toronto, and Harvard University. Brandt
specializes in American Literary and Cultural Studies, having published
three monographs and (co-)edited eight anthologies, most recently
Ecomasculinities. He is one of the founding members of the
international journal AmLit — American Literatures as well as the
European research network ‘Digital Studies.’.



