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This interdisciplinary collection of essays explores the life and work of
Charlotte M. Yonge, a highly influential and popular nineteenth-century
writer who is emerging from a long period of critical neglect. Its wide-
ranging chapters capture the scope and quality of current work in
Yonge studies, addressing the full range of her prolific literary output
from her best-selling novels to her nature writing, biographies, and
letters. Considering themes from gender, disability, and empire, to
Tractarianism, secularism, and the idea of progress, these essays
consider how Yonge reflected and shaped the tastes, ideas and
anxieties of her readers and contemporaries. Exploring her key role in
the Anglican revival, her importance as a test case in the development
of feminist criticism, and her formal innovativeness as a novelist, this
collection places Yonge centrally in the nineteenth-century literary
landscape and demonstrates her ongoing relevance to scholars and
students of the period. Clare Walker Gore is a lecturer in English
Literature at the Open University. She held a Junior Research Fellowship
at Trinity College, Cambridge, and was named a BBC/AHRC ‘New
Generation Thinker’. Her book, Plotting Disability in the Nineteenth-
Century Novel, appeared in 2019. She is pursuing a project on Victorian
women writers. Clemence Schultze is an Honorary Research Fellow in
the Department of Classics at Durham University, after a career
lecturing on ancient history. She has published on nineteenth-century
classical reception, was for ten years Chair of the Charlotte M. Yonge
Fellowship, and has co-edited an essay collection on Yonge. Julia
Courtney is retired from the Open University where she was an
administrator, associate lecturer and research fellow. She has published
articles and book chapters on aspects of Victorian literature and culture
and has co-edited two essay collections. She is co-editor, with
Clemence Schultze, of theCharlotte M. Yonge Fellowship Journal.
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pt. 1. Living in the present -- pt. 2. Being over time -- pt. 3.
Constitutionalism as democracy.
Should we try to "live in the present"? Such is the imperative of
modernity, Jed Rubenfeld writes in this important and original work of
political theory. Since Jefferson proclaimed that "the earth belongs to
the living"-since Freud announced that mental health requires people
to "get free of their past"-since Nietzsche declared that the happy man
is the man who "leaps" into "the moment-modernity has directed its
inhabitants to live in the present, as if there alone could they find
happiness, authenticity, and above all freedom.But this imperative,
Rubenfeld argues, rests on a profoundly inadequate, deforming picture
of the relationship between freedom and time. Instead, Rubenfeld
suggests, human freedom-human being itself--necessarily extends
into both past and future; self-government consists of giving our lives
meaning and purpose over time. From this conception of self-
government, Rubenfeld derives a new theory of constitutional law's
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place in democracy. Democracy, he writes, is not a matter of
governance by the present "will of the people" it is a matter of a
nation's laying down and living up to enduring political and legal
commitments. Constitutionalism is not counter to democracy, as many
believe, or a pre-condition of democracy; it is or should be democracy
itself--over time. On this basis, Rubenfeld offers a new understanding
of constitutional interpretation and of the fundamental right of privacy.


