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scholars, social scientists, scholars of religion and philosophy. The
volume considers aesthetics, philosophy, theology, and science of the
19th century Russia and the West that might have informed
Dostoevsky's thought and art. Issues such as evolutionary theory and
literature, science and society, scientific and theological components of
comparative intellectual history, and aesthetic debates of the
nineteenth century Russia form the core of the intellectual framework
of this book. Dostoevsky's oeuvre with its wide-ranging interests and
engagement with philosophical, religious, political, economic, and
scientific discourses of his time emerges as a particularly important
case for the study of cross-fertilization among disciplines. The
individual chapters explore Dostoevsky's real or imaginative dialogues
with aesthetic, philosophic, and scientific thought of his predecessors,
contemporaries, and successors, revealing Dostoevsky's forward
looking thought, as it finds its echoes in modern literary theory,
philosophy, theology and science.
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The book shows how risk, defined as the statistical expectation of loss,
can be formally decomposed as the product of two terms: hazard



probability and system vulnerability. This requires a specific definition
of vulnerability that replaces the many fuzzy definitions abounding in
the literature. The approach is expanded to more complex risk analysis
with three components rather than two, and with various definitions of
hazard. Equations are derived to quantify the uncertainty of each risk
component and show how the approach relates to Bayesian decision
theory. Intended for statisticians, environmental scientists and risk
analysts interested in the theory and application of risk analysis, this
book provides precise definitions, new theory, and many examples with
full computer code. The approach is based on straightforward use of
probability theory which brings rigour and clarity. Only a moderate
knowledge and understanding of probability theory is expected from
the reader.


