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As the visual representation of an essentially oral text, Sylvia Huot
points out, the medieval illuminated manuscript has a theatrical,
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performative quality. She perceives the tension between implied oral
performance and real visual artifact as a fundamental aspect of
thirteenth- and fourteenth-century poetics. In this generously
illustrated volume, Huot examines manuscript texts both from the
performance-oriented lyric tradition of chanson courtoise, or courtly
love lyric, and from the self-consciously literary tradition of Old French
narrative poetry. She demonstrates that the evolution of the lyrical
romance and dit, narrative poems which incorporate thematic and
rhetorical elements of the lyric, was responsible for a progressive
redefinition of lyric poetry as a written medium and the emergence of
an explicitly written literary tradition uniting lyric and narrative poetics.
Huot first investigates the nature of the vernacular book in the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, analyzing organization, page
layout, rubrication, and illumination in a series of manuscripts. She
then describes the relationship between poetics and manuscript format
in specific texts, including works by widely read medieval authors such
as Guillaume de Lorris, Jean de Meun, and Guillaume de Machaut, as
well as by lesser-known writers including Nicole de Margival and
Watriquet de Couvin. Huot focuses on the writers' characteristic
modifications of lyric poetics; their use of writing and performance as
theme; their treatment of the poet as singer or writer; and of the lady
as implied reader or listener; and the ways in which these features of
the text were elaborated by scribes and illuminators. Her readings
reveal how medieval poets and book-makers conceived their common
project, and how they distinguished their respective roles.
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This title illustrates and explains the fundamental similarities and
correspondences between humankind's oldest and newest thought-
technologies: oral tradition and the Internet.
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“The post-1968 ‘normalisation’ era in Czechoslovakia is usually
dismissed as ‘grey’, yet, until Gorbachev, it represented the Soviet-
sanctioned archetype for ‘real socialism’. This superb collection, with
its unprecedented range of analysis and themes, disperses the grey to
reveal vibrant complexity and in so doing fills a real gap in the
historiography." —Nigel Swain, Lecturer, University of Liverpool, UK
This edited collection represents the first comprehensive volume in
English on the crucial, but under-explored, late period in the history of
East European communism. Focusing on developments in
Czechoslovakia from the crushing of the Prague Spring in August 1968
to the ‘Velvet Revolution’ of November 1989, the book examines a
broad range of political, social and cultural issues, while also analysing
external perceptions and relations. It explores the concept of
‘normalisation’ in historical context and brings together British,
American, Czech and Slovak experts, each with their own archival
research and particular interpretations. Overall, the anthology aims to
assess the means by which the Prague Spring reforms were repealed
and how Czechoslovakia was returned to a ‘normal’ communist state in
line with Soviet orthodoxy. Key themes include the Communist Party
and ideology; State Security; Slovak developments; ‘auto-
normalisation’; women and gender; cultural and intellectual currents;
everyday life and popular opinion; and Czechoslovakia’s political and
cultural relationship with the USSR, the GDR, Poland and Yugoslavia.
The volume sheds light on the process of decay of the Czechoslovak
communist regime and the reasons for its ultimate collapse in 1989.
Kevin McDermott is Professor Emeritus of Modern East European
History at Sheffield Hallam University. Matthew Stibbe is Professor of
Modern European History at Sheffield Hallam University. They have
jointly edited five previous volumes of essays on post-1945 Eastern
Europe.


