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This book is unique in that it challenges scholarly views on financial
inclusion and poverty reduction while also relating financial inclusion
and poverty reduction to the Fourth Industrial Revolution. The book
deviates from the usual method of analyzing financial inclusion, which
relies on bank accounts or microcredit as success criteria, and instead
discusses how the Fourth Industrial Revolution is facilitating digital
financial inclusion. With a five-fold goal, this book investigates both
past and present readings and understandings of poverty and financial
inclusion. To begin, it provides a thorough introduction to the Fourth
Industrial Revolution and financial inclusion in the context of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution. Second, the book dives quite extensively into the
theories of financial inclusion in the context of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. Third, the book reconstructs the theory of financial
inclusion, moving from traditional to digital financial inclusion,
highlighting the role of digital financial inclusion in the transition from
an informal financial money market to a formal financial system. The
fourth goal is to evaluate the tools and effects of digital financial
inclusion on poverty. Finally, it provides case studies of digital financial
inclusion and the future of digital financial inclusion in emerging and
developing countries. This book will be of interest to academics,
students and practitioners in a range of disciplines, including finance,
development economics, and consumer economics. David Mhlanga is a
Postdoctoral Researcher at the University of Johannesburg, South
Africa. His research includes financial inclusion, poverty studies, and
industry 4.0. His wider subject areas include development economics,
economics of artificial intelligence, health, and education economics.


