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This book explores early new critical debates about intention, tracing



how and why intention was dismissed across much humanities
scholarship, and how it can be revisited and made relevant as a key
formative, evaluative, and ethical concept. The author argues that the
academic disinterest in intention occurred simultaneously as genre
criticism and later the rhetorical interest in genre came into its own.
Genre became a way to simultaneously elide and naturalize intention.
The book elaborates on the pedagogical, ethical, and empirical
consequences naturalizing intention through genre has had for
rhetorical studies and it offers a new term, “curations” to identify
discursive forms, actions, and intentions working simultaneously.
Finally, he also examines the gap between the humanities and STEM
fields and shows specific ways scientists and engineers have called for
the humanities to become more invested in intention as both a critical
and an operational concept. This book will be of interest to students
and scholars of discourse studies and critical discourse analysis,
rhetoric and professional communication, including those in fields such
as medicine, engineering, STS and business studies. .



