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The trend toward patient self-management (PSM) of chronic disease is
accelerating at a rapid pace along with the evolution of home-based or
mobile technologies to support this care. Yet the development of self-
management practice standards and advanced practice nursing support
has been haphazard. This book fills a glaring void by addressing,
against a backdrop of current best practices in PSM, such questions as:
What are appropriate standards of safety in PSM? How can we be
assured those standards are met? How does one reach a good
prognosis about whether or not patients will be able to practi
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industries today. At the same time, there is a certain limitation and
imperfection of known and widely used conventional materials when
they are used in additive manufacturing. In this regard, extensive
research and development are aimed at the advancements of new
materials by adjusting the chemical compositions of conventional
alloys, new equipment with expanded functionality and the ability to
work with a wide range of materials that were previously not available
for additive manufacturing. This Special Issue covers a wide scope of
additive manufacturing processes, comprising investigation,
characterization of materials and their properties, development and
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