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At its broadest level, politics is the practice of making a community a
better, safer, and more tolerant place to live. So it should be of no
surprise that America’s Jews have devoted themselves to civic
engagement and the democratic process. From before the
Revolutionary War to the early twenty-first century, when America saw
the first Jewish vice presidential nominee of a major party and the first
Jewish Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Jewish community
has always devoted itself to public service, issue advocacy, and
involvement in politics and government at every level. While strong
support for the safety and security of the state of Israel has been a
hallmark of US foreign policy since Israel’s founding, it is by no means
the only policy area in which American Jews are involved. Nor are
American Jews monolithic in their politics. Although the Jewish
community has become a reliable part of the Democratic Party’s base in
most partisan elections, American Jews represent a wide range of
ideologies on most economic and foreign policy matters. In addition to
becoming leaders in business and labor, in academia and in
philanthropy, Jewish Americans have always helped shape the
discussion over the issues that form the country’s future. In this

volume, a mix of professors, graduate students, and lay people in the
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field of politics with a breadth of experience debate some central
guestions: Is Israel still the most important policy concern for American
Jews? Why does the Jewish community vote Democratic in such
overwhelming numbers? Can American Jews balance economic,
security, and human rights concerns in a rapidly changing international
community? And how will such profound transformations affect the role
of America’s Jewish community as the United States seeks out its own
role in domestic and global politics?
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The never-before-seen history of Westeros and the lands beyond. With
hundreds of pages of all-new material from George R.R. Matrtin. If the
past is prologue, then George R.R. Martin's masterwork—the most
inventive and entertaining fantasy saga of our time—warrants one hell
of an introduction. At long last, it has arrived with THE WORLD OF ICE
AND FIRE. George R.R. Martin, in collaboration with Elio M. Garcia, Jr.
and Linda Antonsson, has written a comprehensive history of the Seven
Kingdoms, featuring the epic battles, bitter rivalries, and daring
rebellions that lead up to the events in the bestselling A Song of Ice
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and Fire series. Collected within this volume is the accumulated
knowledge, scholarly speculation, and inherited folk tales of maesters
and septons, maegi and singers, family trees for the Houses Stark,
Lannister and Targaryen, and in-depth explanations of the history and
culture of Westeros. This is the definitive companion volume to George
R.R. Martin's dazzlingly conceived universe; THE WORLD OF ICE AND
FIRE is indeed proof that the pen is mightier than a storm of swords.
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Depuis 'avénement d’'un pouvoir spirituel laique dans la France issue
de la Révolution, la littérature a revendiqué sa place au premier rang
des valeurs culturelles. Cette place, que le philosophe lui dispute
depuis I'’Antiquité, aurait-elle été menacée avec I'apparition d’'une
nouvelle discipline, la sociologie, a la fin du XIXe siecle ? Ce volume
rassemble des études qui ne portent pas, selon un usage canonique
bien établi, sur les points dits cruciaux de l'interprétation la plus

pointue a donner d’'une méme ceuvre ou d’'un méme auteur. Il réunit les
travaux d'un colloque interdisciplinaire ou étaient invités a
communiquer sur tel aspect théorique ou sur tel écrivain de leur choix,
des littéraires, des linguistes, des historiens, des sociologues et des
philosophes partageant quelques présupposés : il n'y a pas plus d’
essence de la littérature que de I'écrivain. Celui-ci, certes, « travaille sa
parole » et lui accole une fonction esthétique ; cependant, au cours de
la longue histoire de la littérature, il a fait aussi la preuve que ce n’est
pas un trait inessentiel de sa profession que de chercher a penser et a
transformer les valeurs cognitives, les valeurs morales et les valeurs
sociales. Représentation de la réalité, maniére de constituer un monde,
la littérature s’apparente a I'activité du savant et du philosophe, mais
garde comme celles qui lui font concurrence une spécificité, un style
qui lui est propre. Ces spécificités ne transforment pas nécessairement
I'espace des disciplines en un champ de compétition féroce, mais
constituent un univers culturel diversifié, ou ceux qui partagent méme
forme de vie peuvent s’associer et discuter de I'objet et de I'enjeu de
leurs recherches.



