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"The soybean is far more than just a versatile crop whose derivates
serve the protein needs of a meatless diet. One of the world's most
important commodities, soy represents the embodiment of mechanised
industrial agriculture and is one of the main actors behind the
socioeconomic, political and ecological transformations of industrial
farming in several world regions. Despite the crop's potential as a
cheap source of vegetal protein for human consumers, most industrial
soybean production has fuelled the global meat industrial complex, as
animal feed. Soybean is thus, paradoxically, still a relatively 'invisible'
crop to the public at large, although its global yields continue to
increase at stupendous rates, lining the pockets of agribusiness and to
the detriment of traditional agriculture. The transnational socio-
ecological and economic entanglements characterising this versatile
legume's global expansion have prompted scholarly attention as
researchers around the world have begun to unveil the main historical
drivers behind the rise of the soybean in the global food chain. This
book aims to expand the analysis, offering the most significant effort



so far at an environmental history of soybeans. Interrogating the
socioeconomic and ecological transformations determined by (and
determining) the rise of soy in international food chains during the

Great Acceleration, the volume gathers contributions from an
international cast of researchers, working in numerous geographical
contexts, from Japan and China, to India, African nations, the Southern
Cone of Latin America, Northern Europe and the United States. Soybean
farming, breeding, processing and marketing have bound together the
histories of these diverse regions and altered beyond recognition their
ecological and socio-economic contexts."



