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Sommario/riassunto The paper describes an exercise of classification of a subset of five-
digit categories of the 2007 ATECO classification system of economic
activities. The analysis is grounded on the hypothesis that economic
sectors can be clustered according to the competency level required to
human resources recently working in industries or services in Italy. The
analysis may be useful to evaluate a possible relationship between
economic development and education. The analysis consisted of a
mapping and then a clustering of the Ateco categories according to the
between-distribution dissimilarity of any possible couple of categories.
The basic idea was to highlight the Ateco categories that require either
more education than others or more education and working experience
(human capital) than others, pinpointing, in particular, the categories
that require larger percentages of tertiary education and those residing
close to territorial hubs. The competency level was measured with a
combination of educational attainment and in-service experience of
Italian employees, as defined by Istat, the Italian statistical institute.
The employees’ educational level was evaluated with the frequency
distribution of five (ordinal) classes of education of people employed in
2018 and 2019 in both private and public establishments and offices;
the working experience with a logarithmic transform of the average
number of in-service years of employees. The analysis highlighted both
a sort of input-related classification of the economy and a supply-side
classification of the labour market. The results are in line with the
theory of the existence of a cluster of creative companies residing close
to territorial hubs.


