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We are currently experiencing a climate crisis that is associated with
extreme weather events worldwide. Some of its most noticeable effects
are increases in temperatures, droughts, and desertification. These
effects are already making whole regions unsuitable for agriculture.
Therefore, we urgently need global measures to mitigate the effects of
climate breakdown as well as crop alternatives that are more stress-
resilient. These crop alternatives can come from breeding new varieties
of well-established crops, such as wheat and barley. They can also
come from promoting underutilized crop species that are naturally
tolerant to some stresses, such as quinoa. Either way, we need to
gather more knowledge on how plants respond to stresses related to
climate breakdown, such as heat, water-deficit, flooding high salinity,
nitrogen, and heavy metal stress. This Special Issue provides a timely
collection of recent advances in the understanding of plant responses
to these stresses. This information will definitely be useful to the
design of new strategies to prevent the loss of more cultivable land and
to reclaim the land that has already been declared unsuitable.
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Lysias' 21st speech "On a charge of taking bribes" is an important
example of Attic oratory that sheds significant light on Classical history
and society. Delivered after the restoration of democracy in 402 B.C.E.,
this speech provides information that is critical for our understanding
of the relationship between the Athenian demos and aristocrats,
Athenian civic institutions (e.g., taxation, liturgies and conscription),
religious beliefs, moral values, political behavior, and, in particular, of
the legal and rhetorical treatment of embezzlement and bribery. It also
supplies unique information about the military engagement of the
Athenians at Aegospotami and the role of Alcibiades in the political life
of Athens. Despite its importance, however, Lysias' speech has never
been the subject of an extensive study in its own right. This volume
seeks to fill that gap by presenting the first systematic commentary on
this speech. The author puts much emphasis on its structure, strategy,
and argumentation, focusing especially on the tension between the
actual practices of the anonymous client of the logographer and civic
ideals invoked in the present case. The book is intended to be of



interest to classicists, ancient historians and political theorists, but also
to the general reader.



