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"Although asbestos is no longer mined in the United States, prior and
ongoing exposures to asbestos continue to contribute to respiratory
diseases, including mesothelioma, lung cancer, and asbestosis. To
examine ongoing issues and concerns in this field, the National

Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) drafted a research
roadmap, Asbestos Fibers and Other Elongated Mineral Particles: State
of the Science and Roadmap for Research, that provides an overview of
the state of the science and a plan for future research in areas

including toxicology, mineralogy, epidemiology, and exposure
assessment. The focus of the proposed research is on clarifying the
relationship between human health effects and the physical and
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chemical characteristics of a wide range of elongate mineral particles.
In 2008, NIOSH asked the Institute of Medicine and the National
Research Council to form a committee to provide a review of the
scientific and technical quality of the January 2009 draft NIOSH
Roadmap document. The present volume provides the committee's
assessment of the Roadmap and recommendations for strengthening
its utility for NIOSH, other federal agencies, the private sector, and
other stakeholders"--Publisher's description.
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Chapter One: Distinguishing Post-Modern Philosophy and Post-Modern
Culture -- Chapter Two: The Roots of Post-Modernity in Liberalism --
Chapter Three: The Roots of Post-Modernity in the Emergence of
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Capitalism -- Chapter Four: The Roots of Post-Modernity in
Secularization -- Chapter Five: The Time Consciousness of Secular
Post-Modernity -- Chapter Six : The Characteristics of Neoliberal Post-
Modernity.

This book is a systematic and thorough analysis of what post-
modernity is and how it emerged. It distinguishes between those who
regard post-modernity as a theoretical approach and those who regard
it as a culture, and argues that interpreting post-modernity as a culture
is more fruitful. It discusses the three factors which led to its
emergence, namely liberalism, capitalism, and secularism, highlighting
their respective influence in generating the culture of post-modernity
within neoliberal societies. The volume provides a lengthy analysis of
neoliberal post-modernity in practice, arguing that post-modernism is
the cultural condition of neoliberal societies in the late 20th and early
21st centuries. Until recently it seemed that neoliberal post-modernity
was here to stay, framed by relationship to freedom and time which
stressed individual agency but precluded the possibility of historical
change at the political level. However, the Great Recession of 2008
opened new spaces for agitation and transformation which has resulted
in the discordant politics of the last decade. This book will be of

interest to scholars working in a number of fields, including economic
policy, cultural analysis, political theory, and social critique. Matthew
McManus is Visiting Assistant Professor of Politics at Whitman College,
USA.



