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This book investigates a central chapter in the history of 20th century
intellectualism: the commitment to the communist ideal and the Soviet
Union. Focusing on Argentina, whose communist party was among the
most important in Latin America, Petra engages with the current
literature on Western communism in order to conduct an exhaustive
study of the intellectuals, cultural organizations, publications, and
debates within Argentine communism in the decades following World
War II. Based on rigorous archival research from diverse sources, Petra’
s book distances itself from existing teleological visions and



institutional approaches to the communist world, offering instead a
complex framework in which multiple contexts, scales, and actors
frame the larger problem: the intellectual commitment to a political
project that brooked no dissent. Intellectuals and Communist Culture
also addresses the emergence of Peronism, a crucial movement in
Argentine political life to this very day, thus offering an important
chapter on Latin American political and intellectual history and an
invaluable contribution to the global history of the international
communist movement. Adriana Petra is Researcher at the National
Council for Scientific and Technical Research of Argentina and
Professor at the School of Humanities of the National University of San
Martin, Argentina.



