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Auguste Comte is widely acknowledged as the founder of the science of
sociology and the 'Religion of Humanity'. In this fascinating study, the
first major reassessment of Comte's sociology for many years, Mike
Gane draws on recent scholarship and presents a new reading of this
remarkable figure. Comte's contributions to the history and philosophy
of science have decisively influenced positive methodologies. He coined
the term 'sociology' and gave it its first content, and he is renowned for
having introduced the sociology of gender and emotion into sociology.
What is less well known however, is that Comte contributed to ethics,
and indeed coined the word ‘'altruism'. In this important work Gane
examines Comte's sociological vision and shows that, because he
thought sociology could and should be reflexive, encyclopaedic and
utopian, he considered topics such as fetishism, polytheism, fate, love,
and the relations between sociology, science, theology and culture.

This fascinating account of the birth of sociology is an unprecedented
introductory text on Comte. Gane's work is an essential read for all
sociologists and students of the discipline.
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With the fast development of the Internet, we are experiencing a shift
from the traditional sharing of information and applications as the main
purpose of the Web to an emergent paradigm, which locates people at
the very center of networks and exploits the value of people's
connections, relations, and collaboration. Social networks are also
playing a major role in the dynamics and structure of intelligent Web-
based networking and collaborative systems. Virtual campuses, virtual
communities, and organizations strongly leverage intelligent
networking and collaborative systems by a great variety of formal and
informal electronic relations, such as business-to-business, peer-to-
peer, and many types of online collaborative learning interactions,
including the emerging e-learning systems. This has resulted in
entangled systems that need to be managed efficiently and in an
autonomous way. In addition, latest and powerful technologies based
on grid and wireless infrastructure as well as cloud computing are
currently enhancing collaborative and networking applications a great
deal but also facing new issues and challenges. The principal purpose
of the research and development community is to stimulate research
that will lead to the creation of responsive environments for networking
and, at longer-term, the development of adaptive, secure, mobile, and
intuitive intelligent systems for collaborative work and learning. The
aim of the book “Advances on Intelligent Networking and Collaborative
Systems” is to provide latest research findings, innovative research
results, methods, and development techniques from both theoretical
and practical perspectives related to intelligent social networks and
collaborative systems, intelligent networking systems, mobile
collaborative systems, secure intelligent cloud systems, and so on as
well as to reveal synergies among various paradigms in such a multi-
disciplinary field intelligentcollaborative systems.



