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Preface -- Part | - Images of the Future -- Part Il - Overcoming Crises
-- Part Ill - Shaping the Future -- Appendix.

How can we overcome crises and shape our common future? Since the
beginning of the Corona pandemic, we have all been put to an
immense test. This shows how humanity can successfully and



constructively deal with such situations and make the best of them.
And we learn that the future is hot something that happens to us, but
that we can actively and constructively shape it. The basic prerequisite
for this is an attitude of openness, mutual helpfulness and hope. This
non-fiction book vividly reports on the currently prevailing images of
the future and the common longings as well as on people's capacity for
hope and action. It reveals the power of desirable images of the future
and of a collective hope as the opposite of general helplessness or of
blind and naive optimism. The central statements of this book are
based on the experiences of thousands of people in more than ten
countries who participated in the scientific study of the Hope Barometer
in 2019 and 2020. In a unique way, this combines lived practice with
the latest findings of social science futurology, positive psychology and
pragmatic philosophy. Target groups: This book is for anyone who
wants to look to the future with hope. It offers concrete answers to key
questions and shows how crises can be overcome while shaping a
better future for individuals and society as a whole. About the author:
Dr. Andreas M. Krafft teaches at the University of St. Gallen and at the
Free University of Berlin. As co-president of swissfuture, the Swiss
Association for Futures Research, and as a board member of the Swiss
Society for Positive Psychology, he leads the international research
network of the Hope Barometer.
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Partl. Introduction -- 1. Crisis and Cosmology -- Part Il The
Extraterrestrial Life Debate.-2 Planets and Pluralism.-3 “In Yonder
Hundred Million Spheres” -- 4 “What Is Man if Thou Art Mindful of
Him?” -- 5 Richard Proctor and Private Judgement -- Part lll The
Nebular Hypothesis -- 6 John Pringle Nichol, the Nebular Hypothesis
and Progressive Cosmogony.-7 “And Eddied into Suns, that Wheeling
Cast/The Planets” -- 8 “In Tracts of Fluent Heat Began” -- Part IV The
Ages of the Earth and Sun -- 9 “And Murmurs from the Dying Sun” --
10 The North Britons.

This book argues that while the historiography of the development of
scientific ideas has for some time acknowledged the important
influences of socio-cultural and material contexts, the significant



impact of traumatic events, life threatening illnesses and other
psychotropic stimuli on the development of scientific thought may not
have been fully recognised. Howard Carlton examines the available
primary sources which provide insight into the lives of a number of
nineteenth-century astronomers, theologians and physicists to study
the complex interactions within their ‘biocultural’ brain-body systems
which drove parallel changes of perspective in theology, metaphysics,
and cosmology. In doing so, he also explores three topics of great
scientific interest during this period: the question of the possible
existence of life on other planets; the deployment of the nebular
hypothesis as a theory of cosmogony; and the religiously charged
debates about the ages of the earth and sun. From this body of
evidence we gain a greater understanding of the underlying
phenomena which actuated intellectual developments in the past and
which are still relevant to today’s knowledge-making processes.
Howard Carlton received his PhD from the University of Birmingham,
UK. His research explores a number of nineteenth-century astronomical
controversies in order to demonstrate that the ideas of participants in
these debates were materially altered by traumatic life-events, as
evidenced by their subsequent productions and their performances of
altered selves.



