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The center of gravity in Roman studies has shifted far from the upper
echelons of government and administration in Rome or the Emperor's
court to the provinces and the individual. The multi-disciplinary studies
presented in this volume reflect the turn in Roman history to the
identities of ethnic groups and even single individuals who lived in
Rome's vast multinational empire. The purpose is less to discover
another element in the Roman Empire's 'success' in governance than to
illuminate the variety of individual experience in its own terms. The
chapters here, reflecting a wide spectrum of professional expertise,
range across the many cultures, languages, religions and literatures of
the Roman Empire, with a special focus on the Jews as a test-case for
the larger issues. This title is also available as Open Access on
Cambridge Core.
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In this first U.S. edition of a classic work of comparative legal
scholarship, Alan Watson argues that law fails to keep step with social
change, even when that change is massive. To illustrate the ways in
which law is dysfunctional, he draws on the two most innovative
western systems, of Rome and England, to show that harmful rules
continue for centuries. To make his case, he uses examples where, in
the main, ""the law benefits no recognizable group or class within the
society (except possibly lawyers who benefit from confusion) and is
generally inconvenient or positively harmful to s

Autore Watson Alan

Materiale a stampa

Monografia


