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No es posible conocer en totalidad la personalidad humana: los
sentimientos en sus diversos grados y variables, las reacciones ante
diferentes estimulos que plantean las relaciones interpersonales, las
influencias culturales, las conductas ante eventos fisicos, etcetera.
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Cada caracteristica humana tiene infinitas variaciones, cada persona
interpreta segun su propia modalidad la realidad, cada situacion lleva a
conflictos o adaptaciones distintas; una idea tiene mas poder que un
arma: Buda, Cristo, Mahoma han influido mas en la humanidad que
tantos famoso generales; Alejandro, Napoleon, Hitler pasaron, pero las
ideas de Macchiavello siguen siendo todavia hoy el catecismo de
muchos politicos.Este libro esta disenado como ayuda a los colegas en
la profesion. Trata sobre los "mecanismos de defensa", sobre los que
mucho y muy bueno se ha escrito, pero a veces no tan practico como
conviene para el uso del Rorschach en la clinica. Los veremos
particularmente en los protocolos que corresponden en general a la
Histeria y la Neurosis Obsesiva, como mecanismos que encontramos
tipicamente en esas patologias; tambien nos ocuparemos de la
Proyeccion, que no deja de participar en muchas conductas humanas, y
de otras patologia; pero por supuesto indicando a la vez que de
ninguna manera la serie de signos defensivos que presentamos
ordenadamente para un protocolo de esas neurosis, son lo que el
profesional va a encontrar en cada caso. Por este motivo la entrevista
clinica siempre debe realizarse para juzgar el nivel en que estan
actuando las defensas y los recursos adaptativos, aunque el Rorschach
ya nos presente muchas indicaciones para el caso.
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Sommario/riassunto How progressive good intentions failed at Coxsackie, once a model
New York State prison for youth offenders.Should prisons attempt
reform and uplift inmates or, by means of principled punishment, deter
them from further wrongdoing? This debate has raged in Western
Europe and in the United States at least since the late eighteenth
century. Joseph F. Spillane examines the failure of progressive reform
in New York State by focusing on Coxsackie, a New Deal reformatory
built for young male offenders. Opened in 1935 to serve "adolescents
adrift," Coxsackie instead became an unstable and brutalizing prison.
From the start, the liberal impulse underpinning the prison's mission
was overwhelmed by challenges it was unequipped or unwilling to
face-drugs, gangs, and racial conflict.Spillane draws on detailed prison
records to reconstruct a life behind bars in which "ungovernable" young
men posed constant challenges to racial and cultural order. The New
Deal order of the prison was unstable from the start; the politics of
punishment quickly became the politics of race and social exclusion,
and efforts to save liberal reform in postwar New York only deepened
its failures. In 1977, inmates took hostages to focus attention on their
grievances. The result was stricter discipline and an end to any
pretense that Coxsackie was a reform institution.Why did the prison
fail? For answers, Spillane immerses readers in the changing culture
and racial makeup of the U.S. prison system and borrows from studies
of colonial prisons, which emblematized efforts by an exploitative
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regime to impose cultural and racial restraint on others.In today's era
of mass incarceration, prisons have become conflict-ridden warehouses
and powerful symbols of racism and inequality. This account challenges
the conventional wisdom that America's prison crisis is of
comparatively recent vintage, showing instead how a racial and punitive
system of control emerged from the ashes of a progressive ideal.


