
UNINA99105802233033211. Record Nr.

Titolo The Ocean of Heroes : A Critical Edition, Translation, and Analysis of
the Dakarnavatantra, Chapter 15, and Jayasena’s Meditation Manual

Pubbl/distr/stampa Basel, : MDPI Books, 2022

Descrizione fisica 1 electronic resource (420 p.)

Soggetti Society & culture: general

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Sommario/riassunto The rkravamahyogintantrarja (abbreviated to krava,
“Ocean of kas or Heroes”) is one of the last scriptures belonging to
the Buddhist Savara tradition in South Asia. It was composed in the
eastern area of the Indian subcontinent sometime between the late
10th and 12th centuries, and its extant version was most likely
compiled around the early 12th century. Chapter 15 of the krava,
(hereafter krava 15) teaches a large-scale and elaborate maala
of the highest god Heruka that comprises 986 major deities.

This monograph presents the first critical edition and English
translation (with annotation) of the Sanskrit text of the krava 15,
elucidates its form and meanings, and clarifies its significance in the
history of Buddhism in South Asia. I also provide the first critical edition
and English translation (with annotation) of Jayasena's
Ratnapadmarganidhi ("Precious Ruby Treasury," composed in the 12th
century), which is the oldest manual for visualizing the Heruka
maala of the krava 15.

In the last stage of the history of Tantric Buddhism in India, when
various Buddhist Tantric traditions were already present, some texts
were composed, such as the Klacakratantra and the Vajrval of
Abhaykaragupta. These texts provide inclusive Tantric systems in
which various preceding traditions are integrated and reorganized. The
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krava is one such text. The Heruka maala in the krava 15
is comprehensive and integrates deities from various Tantric traditions
and components of the Buddhist cosmos within the framework of the
Savara system.


