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The tea ceremony persists as one of the most evocative symbols of
Japan. Originally a pastime of elite warriors in premodern society, it was
later recast as an emblem of the modern Japanese state, only to be
transformed again into its current incarnation, largely the hobby of
middle-class housewives. How does the cultural practice of a few come
to represent a nation as a whole? Although few non-Japanese scholars
have peered behind the walls of a tea room, sociologist Kristin Surak
came to know the inner workings of the tea world over the course of
ten years of tea training. Here she offers the first comprehensive
analysis of the practice that includes new material on its historical
changes, a detailed excavation of its institutional organization, and a
careful examination of what she terms "nation-work"—the labor that
connects the national meanings of a cultural practice and the actual
experience and enactment of it. She concludes by placing tea ceremony
in comparative perspective, drawing on other expressions of nation-
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work, such as gymnastics and music, in Europe and Asia. Taking
readers on a rare journey into the elusive world of tea ceremony, Surak
offers an insightful account of the fundamental processes of
modernity—the work of making nations.
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"French rule over Syria and Lebanon was premised on a vision of a
special French protectorate established through centuries of cultural
activity: archaeological, educational and charitable. Initial French
methods of organising and supervising cultural activity sought to
embrace this vision and to implement it in the exploitation of
antiquities, the management and promotion of cultural heritage, the
organisation of education and the control of public opinion among the
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literate classes. However, an examination of the first five years of the
League of Nations-assigned mandate, 1920-1925, reveals that French
expectations of a protectorate were quickly dashed by widespread
resistance to their cultural policies, not simply among Arabists but also
among minority groups initially expected to be loyal to the French. The
violence of imposing the mandate 'de facto', starting with a landing of
French troops in the Lebanese and Syrian coast in 1919 - and followed
by extension to the Syrian interior in 1920 - was met by consistent
violent revolt. Examining the role of cultural institutions reveals less
violent yet similarly consistent contestation of the French mandate. The
political discourses emerging after World War I fostered expectations of
European tutelages that prepared local peoples for autonomy and
independence. Yet, even among the most Francophile of stakeholders,
the unfolding of the first years of French rule brought forth entirely
different events and methods. In this book, Idir Ouahes provides an in-
depth analysis of the shifts in discourses, attitudes and activities
unfolding in French and locally-organised institutions such as schools,
museums and newspapers, revealing how local resistance put pressure
on cultural activity in the early years of the French mandate."--
Bloomsbury Publishing.
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During more than 10 years, the LEP accelerator and the LEP
experiments have taken data for a large amount of measurements at
the frontier of particle physics. The main outcome is a thorough and
successful test of the Standard Model of electroweak interactions. The
first part of this volume gives a short theoretical introduction and
describes the most important physics results obtained at LEP. Emphasis
is put on the properties of the electroweak gauge bosons, which was
the main research field at LEP. Details on interesting other physics
effects like Colour Reconnection and Bose-Einstein Correlations are
discussed as well. A summary of the current electroweak
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measurements as the pillars of precision tests of theoretical models is
given. The analysis of electroweak data concludes the status of
electroweak physics as known today. It allows a determination of
unmeasured physics parameters of the Standard Model, like the mass
of the Higgs boson, but constrains also physics beyond the Standard
Model. The second part of this volume introduces the expected
electroweak measurements as well as Higgs boson searches at the
newly built LHC. After a description of the LHC collider and its
experiments, the projected performance for an improved determination
of electroweak observables is presented. The masses of the W boson
and of the top quark as well as the weak mixing angle are being
focused on. One of the main goals of the LHC experiments is however
the finding of the Standard Model Higgs boson or of new physics. The
search for the Higgs boson and the future determination of its
properties, like mass, spin and behaviour under CP transformation, are
therefore summarized, pointing out interesting relations with the LEP
results. If the LHC experiments meet the expectations presented here
they will definitely shed light on one of the primary questions of today’
s particle physics research: the origin of electroweak symmetry
breaking and of the masses of the fundamental particles.


