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This edited book brings together humanities and social sciences
scholars from the various disciplines at the nexus of discourse studies
and ethnography to reflect on questions of institutional practices and
their political concerns. Institutional order plays an important role in
structuring power relations in society. Yet, contrary to common
understandings of structure, institutional orders are far from fixed or
stable. They constantly change, and they are resisted and reimagined
by social actors. The 20 studies collected in this edited volume develop
the notion of institutionality as an overarching perspective to explore
how institutional actors and institutional practices order and reorder
power in societies across the globe. Thereby the chapters pay special
attention to the fluidity, volatility, fragility, and ambiguity of order, and
consequently to its claims to authority. Employing a broad range of
discourse analytic and ethnographic methodologies, the studies show
how institutions are discursively and materially constructed, defined,
represented and how they are made relevant and become powerful - or
how they are resisted, transformed or lose significance - in interaction.
Readers will obtain nuanced insights into ways in which differently
positioned social actors engage in struggles about how institutions can
be imagined and enacted across several domains, such as workplace
interactions, architecture, mass-media representations or
organisational publicity. This book will be of interest to readers in
Applied Linguistics, Discourse and Society, Critical Discourse Analysis,
Political Theory and Communication Studies. Yannik Porsché is a
Researcher and Lecturer in Sociology at the University of the
Bundeswehr, Munich in Germany. Ronny Scholz is a Senior Lecturer in



Media Research and Media Criticism at the British University in Egypt.
Jaspal Naveel Singh is a Lecturer of Applied Linguistics at the Open
University in the UK. .



