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Ethnoarchaeology, the study of material culture in a living society by
archaeologists, facilitates the extraction of information from prehistoric
materials as well. Studies of contemporary pottery-making were
initiated in the southwestern United States toward the end of the
nineteenth century, then abandoned as a result of changes in
archaeological theory. Now a resurgence in ethnoarchaeology over the
past twenty-five years offers a new set of directions for the discipline.
This volume presents the results of such work with pottery, a class of
materials that occurs abundantly in many archaeological sites. Drawing
on projects undertaken around the world, in the Phillipines, East Africa,
Mesoamerica, India, in both traditional and complex societies, the
contributors focus on identifying social and behavioral sources of
ceramic variation to show how analogical reasoning is fundamental to
archaeological interpretation. As the number of pottery-making
societies declines, opportunities for such research must be seized. By
bringing together a variety of ceramic ethnoarchaeological analyses,
this volume offers the profession a much-needed touchstone on
method and theory for the study of pottery-making among living
peoples.


