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Since the end of the Cold War, the assumption among most political
theorists has been that as nations develop economically, they will also
become more democratic-especially if a vibrant middle class takes
root. This assumption underlies the expansion of the European Union
and much of American foreign policy, bolstered by such examples as
South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan, and even to some extent Russia.
Where democratization has failed or retreated, aberrant conditions take
the blame: Islamism, authoritarian Chinese influence, or perhaps the
rise of local autocrats. But what if the failures of democracy are not
exceptions? In this thought-provoking study of democratization,
Joshua Kurlantzick proposes that the spate of retreating democracies,
one after another over the past two decades, is not just a series of
exceptions. Instead, it reflects a new and disturbing trend: democracy
in worldwide decline. The author investigates the state of democracy in
a variety of countries, why the middle class has turned against
democracy in some cases, and whether the decline in global
democratization is reversible.
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The Nordic countries are regarded as frontrunners in promoting
equality, yet women's experiences on the ground are in many ways at
odds with this rhetoric. Putting the spotlight on the lived experiences
of women working in tech-driven research and innovation areas in the
Nordic countries, this volume explores why, despite numerous
programmes, women continue to constitute a minority in these sectors.
Contributors flesh out the differences and similarities across different
Nordic countries and explore how the shifts in labour market
conditions have impacted on women in research and innovation. This is
an invaluable contribution to global debates around the mechanisms
that maintain gendered structures in research and innovation, from
academia to biotechnology and IT.



