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"Wealth exists only for the benefit of mankind. It cannot be measured
adequately in yards or in tons, nor as equivalent as so many ounces of
gold; its true measure lies only in the contribution it makes to human
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well-being. Now, when bricks and sand and lime and wood are built up
into a house, they constitute a greater aggregate of wealth than they
did before; even though their aggregate volume is the same as before;
and, if the house is overthrown by an earthquake, there is indeed no
destruction of matter; but there is a real destruction of wealth, because
the matter is distributed in a manner less conducive to human well-
being. Similarly, when wealth is very unevenly distributed, some have
more of it than they can turn to any very great account in promoting
their own well-being; while many others lack the material conditions of
a healthy, clean, vigorous and effective family life. That is to say the
wealth is distributed in a manner less conducive to the well-being of
mankind than it would be if the rich were somewhat less rich, and the
poor were somewhat less poor; and real wealth would be greatly
increased, even though there were no change in the aggregate of bricks
and houses and clothes and other material things, if only it were
possible to effect that change without danger to freedom and to social
order"--


